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Abstract

Chromosome numbers of 43 species belonging to 27 genera of the tribe Heliantheae

firom South India are presented.

Introduction

The tribe Heliantheae is well represented in South India. Hooker (1882) has reported

14 genera from this region. In addition, exotic species of a few other genera have also

established, like Zinnia, Montanoa, Rudbeckia, Tithonia, Helianthus, Dahlia, Cosmos,

Coreopsis etc. Karyological studies on 43 species representing 27 genera were made

and the results are presented below.

Materials and Methods

Most of the species studied were collected from different low and high altitude regions

from Kerala and Tamil Nadu in the South Indian sector of the Western Ghats. Some-

times materials of the same taxon were studied from different localities. Chromosome

studies were made from pollen mother cells and/or root tip cells. Chromosome

preparations were made by simple acetocarmine (2%) smear and squash techniques.

The voucher specimens of the collections were deposited in the herbarium of the

Botany Department, University of Kerala. The results are summarized in Table 1, and

the taxa are arranged alphabetically.
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RESULTS

Table 1. Chromosome Numbers in 43 species of South Indian Heliantheae

(Compositae)

Species
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Sigesbeckia orientalis L.
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